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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 - The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

States. ^ " ° ne year P*™ ,0 ,he date of application for patent in the United 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

the prior art are such that tS^^^S^^^J^^i nvlt t0 be patented and 
invention was made to a person having ordinary s^h. J2 S h^" °f Vi0US * the time the 
^entabiKv shall not be n^^^ 

3. Claims 1 , 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as anticipated by or, in the 
alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Taskier (US 3,853,601). 
Taskier teaches a hydrophilic microporous film comprising a hydrophobic 
microporous film and a surfactant coating of a silicon glycol copolymer which 
renders the coated microporous film hydrophilic (abstract). The porous film is an 
open-celled film wherein the pores are essentially interconnected through 
tortuous paths which may extend from one exterior surface to another (column 4, 
lines 5-13). Taskier teaches the porous film made of a copolymer of ethylene and 
propylene (column 7, lines 50-65). This reads on the limitation of the porous 
HDPE film (US 6,124,770 discloses the HOPE is simply a copolymer of ethylene 
and propylene, column 2, line 64 et seq.). The extruded film is subject to cold 
stretching and hot stretching (column 9, lines 60-62). This reads on the limitation 
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of a biaxial orientation of the film. Since Taskier is using the same coating 
process as Applicants to form a surface coating of a silicon glycol copolymer onto 
the microporous film (column 12, line 30 et seq.), it is the examiner's position that 
the pores of the film would substantially inherently impregnated with the silicon 
glycol copolymer. Note In re Best 195 USPQ at 433, footnote 4 (CCPA 1977) as 
to the providing of this rejection under 35 USC 1 03 in addition to the rejection 
made under 35 USC 102. 
4. Claims 1-3, 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Waller, Jr. et al (US 6,383,612) in view of Mrozinski (US 5,120,594) and 
Topolkaraev et al (5,968,643). Waller teaches an inkjet receptor comprising a 
microporous membrane impregnated with a silicone based surfactant (column 4, 
lines 29-36). Waller uses the microporous membrane disclosed in Mronzinski 
(US 5,120,594) (column 4, line 63). Mronzinski teaches a microporous film made 
of biaxially oriented high density polyethylene (table 2, example 4). It would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to employ high density polyethylene as the microporous membrane 
because of its readily availability and economic advantage. Waller is silent as to 
the silicone glycol surfactant. Topolkaraev discloses a list of surfactants including 
a silicone glycol copolymer (column 8, lines 22-25). It would have been obvious 
to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
employ a silicone glycol copolymer as the surfactant because of its readily 
availability. 
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With regard to claim 3, Mronzinski teaches the microporous membrane 
comprising the tallow amine as a cavitating agent (column 7, line 3). It would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to employ a cavitating agent motivated by the desire to create the 
pores within the membrane. 
5. Claims 5, 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Waller, Jr. et al (US 6,383,612) in view of Mrozinski (US 5,120,594) and 
Topolkaraev et al (5,968,643) as applied to Cairn 1 , further in view of Emslander 
et al (US 5,721 ,086). The combination of Waller, Mrozinski and Topolkaraev fails 
to teach or suggest the additional layer applied to the porous membrane. 
Emslander teaches the image receptor medium including an inkjet layer (column 
3, lines 17-19, figures 1-3). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include the inkjet layer into 
the image receptor medium motivated by the desire to promote the receptivity of 
inkjet inks on the image receptor medium. 
6. Claims 1-4, 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Waller, Jr. et al (US 6,383,612) in view of Anderson et al (US 5,326,391) and 
Topolkaraev et a. (5,968,643). Waller teaches an inkjet receptor comprising a 
microporous membrane impregnated with a silicone based surfactant (column 4, 
lines 29-36). Waller is silent as to high density polyethylene microporous 
membrane. Anderson teaches a microporous film made of biaxially oriented high 
density polyethylene and comprising calcium carbonate as a cavitating agent 
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(table 2, column 6, line 52). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to employ high density 
polyethylene as the microporous membrane because of its readily availability and 
economic advantage. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to employ calcium carbonate as the 
cavitating agent motivated by the desire to create the pores within the membrane 
upon the film stretching. Waller is silent as to the silicone glycol surfactant. 
Topolkaraev discloses a list of surfactants including a silicone glycol copolymer 
(column 8, lines 22-25). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to employ a silicone glycol 
copolymer as the surfactant because of its readily availability. 
7. Claims 5-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Waller, Jr. et al (US 6,383,612) in view of Anderson et al (US 5,326,391), 
Topolkaraev et al (5,968,643) as applied to claim 1 , further in view of Emslander 
et al (US 5,721 ,086). The combination of Waller, Anderson and Topolkaraev fails 
to teach or suggest the additional layer applied to the porous membrane. 
Emslander teaches the image receptor medium including an Inkjet layer (column 
3, lines 17-19, figures 1-3). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include the Inkjet layer into 
the image receptor medium motivated by the desire to promote the receptivity of 
inkjet inks on the image receptor medium. 
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Withdrawal of Finality 

8. Applicant's request for reconsideration of the finality of the rejection of the las, 
Office action mailed March 1 9 2003 is persuasive and, therefore, the finality of 
that action is withdrawn. 

9- The art rejections in Paper no. 10 have been overcome by the present response. 

10- Applicanfs arguments with respect to claims 1-9 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. US 6,124,770 discloses the high density p„ye,hy,ene can 
be a copolymer of ethylene and propylene. 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or eadier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hal Vo whose telephone number is (703, 605- 
4426. The examiner can normally be reached on Tue-Fri, 8:30-6:00 and on 
alternating Mondays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
superior, Terrel Morns can be reached on (703) 308-2414. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
are (703, 872-9310 for regular communications and (703, 872-931 1 for After 

Final communications. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 



(703) 308-0661 . 



HV 

May 13, 2003 



TERREL MORRIS 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 1700 



